MEDICINE

lived at the Court of the Buddhist king, Kanishka ; the great
work of Susruta is said to have been recast by the celebrated
Buddhist sage Nagarjuna, The connection of the modern
period of medical science in India with the Buddhist epoch
may be established, and the high stage of development reached
by it seems to date in the main, from the Buddhist time.

In the medical Samhitas themselves, the Atharva Veda is
more often referred to. Thus Susruta (i,i) speaks of the art of
healing as an ufianga of the Atharva Veda, and it is other-
wise also called an Upaveda. According to Charaka (4, 8, 42)
an Atharva-Vedavid Brahmin, should ward off demoniacal in-
fluences in the 'Sutika Griha,' by means of sdnti* Astangahri-
daya (4, 5,15) recommends as a remedy for consumption, at
the end of a long list of remedies, also atharvoktam i.e. sacri-
fices etc. according to Atharva Veda. One must also bear in
mind that long before the compositions of medical Samhitas,
a rivalry had sprung up between the Vedas and the magic-
knowing Brahmins; and the caste of doctors is mentioned
by Manu, as Vaidya, Bhisaj, Chikitsaka, Ambostha/ Even as
regards >the contents, connection between the Vedic and later
medicine is not wanting e.g. /zrara-Ved. takman. In the
names of the medicinal herbs, which already in the Vedas play
an important part with reference to the magical formulae and
in those of the Upanishads, the resemblance is very close
to the later ideals. This proves what great importance, the
ancient Indians attached to the healing art, ant} accords
with the opinion of the best informed of the foreign
writers. Thus Arrian informs us that in the expedition of
Alexander the Great to India, " the Grecian physicians found
no remedy against the bites of snakes ; but the Indians cured
those who happened to fall under that misfortune"* '* For
this reason"* Nearchus tells us, "Alexander having all the skil-
ful physicians about his person, caused proclamation to be
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